On the basis of a six-day survey of southeastern Bangladesh Occidozyga lima appeared to be a common species in the Teknaf Peninsula. The most common amphibians of the region are the Cricket Frog Limnonectes limnocharis, Skipping Frog Euphlyctis cyanophlyctis, Ornate Narrow-mouthed Frog Microhyla ornata, Indian Bull Frog Hoplobatrachus tigerinus and Common Toad Bufo melanostictus. Two species of tree frogs Polypedates leucomystax and Polypedates maculatus are also common.
Introduction
During the last two decades few studies have been conducted on the amphibians of Bangladesh (Chowdhury, 1996; Husain & Rahman, 1978; Khan, 1982 Khan, , 1987 Khan, , 1997 . These reports have established the presence of some 20 species of amphibians in the country. It may be conjectured from the list of amphibians occurring in areas of India bordering Bangladesh (Deuti & Bharati-Goswami, 1995) , that there could be at least another five species raising Bangladesh's total to 25 species.
In 1994 I found several specimens of a hitherto unrecorded species of frog from a forest village in the Teknaf Peninsula of Bangladesh (Fig. 1) . After subsequent visits and collection of specimens I became certain of the occurrence of the Puddle Frog Occidozyga lima in Bangladesh (Khan, 1997) . This discovery was from a 10m 2 area by the side of a hillock, near a village Whykeong, within this Peninsula. It was natural to believe that this species could not have remained isolated in such a small pocket, so I planned to make a survey of the peninsula with a view to determining current status of this frog in the Peninsula. Emirates Natural History Group, Abu Dhabi agreed to support the project partially.
I made a four-day field study with the assistance of an amphibian biologist from Dhaka and two local villagers from Teknaf Peninsula. In addition, I had another two-day field trip in a northern forest at Sylhet and was assisted by two local residents. These field studies were very intensive and were made between 11 and 18 August 1999. These contained 110 hours of combined observations by two scientists, including one/ two helpers and myself. Out of these 94 hours were spent in Teknaf Peninsula and 16 hours at Sylhet.
There was torrential rain from 11-14 August when total rainfall was over 250mm in the study area. The annual rainfall in the Cox's Bazar area is 3,558mm, average annual humidity 78.10 per cent and the minimum and maximum annual temperatures are between 13. (Khan, 1982) . There was nearly 40mm of rainfall during 17 and 18 August in study area at Sylhet.
Continuous rain is generally good for amphibian searching as most species are out of their hiding places for breeding. However, rainy days are bad for noting other terrestrial vertebrates and birds. Also there was an explosion of the Brown Land Leech Haemadipsa zeylanica population as a result of the heavy downpour. We had to curtail our field study by two days as torrential rains had flooded a major portion of the study area.
Study area
The study area included Whykeong Forest Village and its neighbourhood environs of Teknaf Township and Rajar Chhara --all parts of Teknaf Peninsula. A northeastern forest and a Many streams and streamlets criss-cross the forest. Due to heavy rains all these were overflowing. Also the rainwater had accumulated in depressions giving rise to many temporary pools and puddles along the flatter portions of the hills.
Methodology
A minimum of three observers combed areas around the paths totalling over 20km in all and many small, badminton court-sized flat areas with ground vegetation. Observations were made both at day and night time up to 2330 hours. We searched for amphibians in areas roughly 20m on either sides of the track. In between walking to two neighbouring areas we paused for about 10 minutes to listen to amphibian calls.
We usually walked through prospective frog country and brushed over or lightly raked forest undergrowth and ground level vegetation with sticks and short poles to disturb the frogs. At night we listened to the calls and searched areas with miner's headlamps and battery operated spotlights. In most places we could not get any reading from our Garmin 75 GPS as the forest cover might have blocked us from satellite signals.
We collected a few specimens for taxonomical records and took photographs of the others and their habitats. Only five specimens of Occidozyga lima were preserved in formalin for further taxonomical studies. Other amphibians that had been caught were measured, photographed and released.
Results and Discussion
We covered 8km of a 12-km track that joins Whykeong Village Prospective O. lima habitats in Whykeong and Teknaf area had rather similar features of land and plant communities. This frog invariably occurred along the foothills on flatter ground bordering some permanent and temporary pools. The Puddle Frog also inhabited the forest clearings near the tracks and kuccha paths, which had temporary accumulations of water. By and large, these areas had at least two species of Colocasia as well as Alocasia sp., two species of grasses Ischaemum indicum and Chrysopogon aciculatus, one species of fern, Selaginella sp., Mikania scandens, Eupatorium odoratum, Cassia tora, Mimosa pudica, Clerodendron infortunatum, Polygonum sp., Melastoma sp., Mussaendra sp. and others.
The vegetation type where the Puddle Frog was found indicated that this species prefers forest clearings and edges rather than the actual forest. There must also be some accumulation of water nearby. Due to incessant rains and inundation, many specimens of Puddle Frog were found moving towards the upper sides of the inundated areas, where water level was low and there were temporary accumulation of water in small depressions. For the first time we noted a froglet, possibly of Six-lined Tree Frog, producing a single call-note 'tuc' or 'ták' that resembled the sound that is produced when two coins are pressed against each other. A froglet was collected when calling from an Arum leaf. It measured 22mm in head and body length with an 8mm long tail. We could hear froglets from various directions both at Whykeong and Raja Chhara.
I have modified my previous reporting of a call-note assigned to the Puddle (Bleating) Frog (Khan, 1997) . This reporting was based on frogs calling from aquatic vegetation near the place of occurrence of Puddle Frog at Whykeong. Repeatedly pronounced sound "Khekko-khekko-khekko.." actually belongs to Polypedates maculatus. I became sure of it after catching a male frog that was calling repeatedly even when spotted with a spot-light. The Puddle Frog's long and breeding call resembles the bleating sound of a goat like 'baa-baa, baa..' Snout to vent length of the Puddle Frog ranged from 21mm to 25mm with an average of 22.4mm (4 samples). This is possibly the smallest of the frogs occurring in Bangladesh.
Other fauna
As for reptiles, during the entire observation period we came across only one Striped Keelback Amphiesma stolata but saw numerous Common Skinks Mabuya carinata and Garden Lizards Calotes versicolor. However, in human dwellings and grocery shops two species of House Geckos Hemidactylus frenatus and H. brookii were very common. We also saw Tockay Gecko Gekko gecko in several residential tin-sheds and on mud-walls. 
Threats to Puddle Frog
The small size of the Puddle Frog seems to protect it from direct human threat. Even species like Cricket and Skipping Frogs have not been killed for commercial exploitation. So, the major threat to the survival of this and related species is the loss of habitats either by transformation into cultivable land or the practice of monoculture of commercially important timber species. However, these threats are not critical but marginal for the Puddle Frog.
Conclusion
The present study established that Puddle (Bleating) Frog Occidozyga lima occurs patchily in the Teknaf Peninsula in Bangladesh, lending support to the earlier report of the species from one locality of the region. It also showed that this frog lives sympatrically with several other frogs and it does not occur in the Sylhet area of Bangladesh. However, areas having vegetation cover and topography similar to Teknaf Peninsula, e.g., mixed evergreen forests of the northern part of Cox's Bazar District, Chittagong, Parbottya Rangamati, Bandarban and Khagra Chhari should be prospected for its further occurrence.
